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My guess is that with the advent of a new administrator at EPA who
has a more positive attitude toward governmental intervention to pro-
tect the environment, new life will be breathed into the U.S.-Japan
agreement.

Miscellany: Transportation, Space, Building Technology, and

Urban Affairs

There are three more agreements that have been effective to varying
degrees. In fact, two of them are of significant financial importance. I
need not dwell on each of them at length, but there are lessons to be
learned from them.

As in the case of the UJNR agreement, a periodic meeting of the
standing U.S.-Japan Committee on Trade and Economic Affairs held
in 1969 concluded that a bilateral technical relationship in the field of
transportation was needed and a Transportation Research Panel was
established promptly. The U.S. Department of Transportation and
the Japanese Ministry of Transport manage and administer this rela-
tionship in an informal but productive manner, eliciting almost no
public attention. Yearly (sometimes longer if travel funds are limited)
visitations of a delegation of experts from one country to the other are
made, with the host country alternating each time. A large number of
technical subjects concerning surface transportation problems have
been studied. Since Japan is the leading country of the world in marine
transport technology and relies much more heavily than the United
States on public ground transportation, the relationship has tended to
benefit the United States more than Japan.

One driving force on the Japanese side for maintaining the exchange
has been a feeling of obligation to the United States because we ex-
pended considerable efforts after the end of World War II to restore
the almost totally destroyed Japanese railway system. One particular
manifestation of this feeling was the offer made by Japan National
Railways to give its most advanced railway technology to the United
States free of charge. The Northeast Corridor Project of the Federal
Railroad Administration has been the beneficiary of this offer; it has
been given the equivalent of tens of millions of dollars of high-speed
train technology. The offer grew out of the excellent technical rela-
tionships that had developed through the Transportation Research
Panel. While no Shinkansen ("Bullet Train") will actually run along
the Northeast Corridor route, substantial improvements in signals,
dispatching, roadbed maintenance, and similar technical aspects have